Exploring the reconstruction needs
of older women with breast cancer

Why is this important?

e Around 1/3 breast cancers are diagnosed in women >70 years

e Breast reconstruction to restore body image is a valuable part of cancer care leading to
improved quality of life and psychosocial wellbeing for some women

What do we already know?

Older women are much less likely to receive breast reconstruction...
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... but we don’t fully understand the reasons why!

We think that some of the reasons include:

physician-associated factors

patient-associated factors

system-associated factors

* surgeon’s practices « age * insurance status
 providing preoperative * socioeconomic status * hospital location
information « ethnicity
« patient involvement in the - comorbidities

decision-making process

What do we hope to gain from this research?

This project will explore with patients, healthcare professionals and members of industry the
barriers to reconstruction in older women and if there is anything we can do to help.

Do you want to get involved?
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